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The role of personal networks in the model
of the coevolution of social networks and
behaviour

» Dynamics of personal networks: processes and
patterns of change in the composition and
structure of personal networks.

» The use of personal network data as
information in the STENA model:

- The STENA software is desighed to analyse the
simultaneous dynamics of networks and behaviour.

- This type of study requires disentangling the
relative impact of social influence and social
selection processes.



Personal networks and migration...

» International migration leads to changes
in social /ntegration, in the structure of
the social network, and in the support
functions that result from them.

- Individuals move into a community where

they have a weaker structural integration
and greater relational mobility.

- This change is concomitant with a lower
availability of help and a higher
concentration of the support functions.



Personal networks and migration...

The process of psychological adaptation is reflected in
the changes occurring in the personal network (in size,
structure, and functional dynamics) through time:

- Support networks grow gradually through the
association with compatriots, family regrouping, and
contacts with host society members.

- Acculturation alters the composition of the personal
network by increasing its heterogeneity, while it also
affects the level of structural cohesion, since well-
defined groups of players appear more frequen’rly

- All of these changes lead to a reorganisation in the
distribution of support functions, which recovers a
greater balance between the provnder's involved.
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Rosa, ecuadorian woman, 33 years old




Max, italian male, 36 years old




Dimensions in personal networks

- Composition
- Structure

* Multiplexity
- Size



Social networks and immigrant
populations

* Chain migration and international
displacement

» Social support networks,

psychological adaptation and social
iIntegration



Research with immigrants

+ Assessing the impact of displacement on
the amount of available support.

» Verifying the primarily family-oriented
composition of the networks of individuals
who come from traditional cultures.

* Detailing the changes that the immigrant's
personal environment experiences over
time in the new receiving context.
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Consequences of chain migration

* Migration become an "endogenous”
process.

» Diffusion of migration in the social
structure of the sending country.

+ Affects the processes of psychological
adaptation and social integration.



Impact of chain migration

* Immigrants belong to very dynamic
relational communities.

* The size and organisation of the
expatriate community determine the
structure of opportunities for establishing
hew contacts.

* The level of family regrouping can
condition the distribution of support
functions.
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Multiplexity of support providers

Others —

Professionals —

Coworkers, neighbours —

Intermediaries —

Other relatives —

Parents —

Friends —

Cousin, uncle, nephew —

0,5
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Children — 2,691
Brothers — 3,0965
\\
Spouse
0 0,5 1 1,5 2 2,5 3 3,5

3,8832




Three levels of multiplexity

Tahle X The 11 most frequert naltplicity confimuratons

A|lB|C|(D|E|F| Frequernwy  Percendage Accumulaied
percentage

Company provider = ALS 25 80 25980
avrergetc he 1 | X [X |2 | X || X 230 908 5948
Plyrsical help provmder = 140 6,25 45717
Material help provider = 132 5593 sl
Posibhve feedb ack promider X 126 566 57506
Companion 1 = = 100 443 al.E5
syvrergetc te 2 | X [ X | X | X = a3 283 6468
Companion 2 | X = = 6l a7 6742
Adwce provider = =4 243 B9.E5
Confidante sappoxt provider | X 5l 429 7214
Conpanion 3 | X = 41 1.24 T398

Tvpes of hlp: & em atioralhelp o the eprescion of persoral fedir B maternl o trggible belp; C: adrie o dfoomation D
positme feedback or socialrendforcemert; E phoxical o hetmamertal help: and Fo compareyor socialpartic patio.



Three types of relationships

» Specialized ties
- Companions

- Sinergetic ties
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Table 3. Towrard a general typology of inmusants' personal netarod:s

Type of personal network Sire Profile

Women. Moroocans. Divorcees

M mimal network -3 Provders and widoars . High depression
SO0Tes,

Small networkwith a majorny of 46 Providers . Pamanly  Most prevalent type amons mecent
conpairiot friends fellow inmmgrants immmgmnts,
M ednumi- si7e network of relatires and :
Tt 7-10 Providers secord most prevalent type.
M ednmi-z17e networkwnth a majorny of 710 Proriders Men. S rele. 1f-:-u:ﬂ.g Latin-
_mon-reliwes and Spangaede Amencan
Wile mhmr]trmu]i:ngfmmﬁnﬂy LTS Drniliee & ta]:-le.:m 5:--:1-:-—-2-:.-:-1.1:-1':1..1-: tem.ﬁ
TEFTOUD I, Intertion of remairing 1n S pain
Wile regrouping network miegrated I 5 15 py g Men. Single. Toung.



Some general characteristics...

» International migration leads to changes in
social /ntegration, in the structure of the
social network, and in the support functions
that result from them
- Less structural embeddeness
- More relational mobility
- Less availability of social support
- Concentration of social support functions

- Re-building the size, structural and functional
dynamics of personal networks

- Acculturation: more heterogeneity and less
cohesion, reorganization of support functions...



Multiplexity and the structure of
personal networks

» The distribution of support functions, both on

an individual and on a group level, is one of the
key processes in the determination of the

structure and evolution of personal networks:
- Hypothesis of the evolution of personal

relationships. The history of personal relationships
is expressed in the changes in multiplexity through

Time.

- Hypothesis of competition between all the active
multiple relationships (or the limits to multiple
affiliations).

- Hypothesis of a collective market of social support
(or the distribution of multiplexity on a collective
level).
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